Hi, I would like to speak with you about a social entrepreneurial venture that I feel could benefit the lives of human kind as a whole.
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To start out, I was born in The United States and grew up in a small town in Florida.  I realized at a relatively young age through traveling throughout the United States on family vacations that there were many different types of societies and cultures and knowing this fascinated me and sparked my desire to learn more.   I made the decision to go on two study abroad trips while I was in College.   The first one was in Costa Rica and the other in Chile.  I was able to travel extensively throughout those two countries as well as visit other countries in the Central and South American regions while I was down there.
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A general awareness that became more apparent to me while I was traveling throughout the different countries was that there are two extremes in Latin America.  The majority of the people live in poverty however there are also extremely wealthy people.  The picture on the left is a picture of a house that I took while I was in Isla de Ometepe, Nicaragua.  The picture on the right is a picture that I took while I was in Santiago Chile.  Class is a big societal factor in Latin American countries, more so than here in the United States.
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With that being said, the resources and opportunities that are available in many countries differ greatly from the ones that are available in the United States.  I noticed in many of the countries that I have visited: Educational, Medical, Governmental, Political, Employment and social opportunities differ greatly.  Knowing all of these things has increased my overall awareness and appreciation of the opportunities that are available here in the United States through hard work.
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 Being able to fully understand and immerse myself into many different cultures has been key in developing many of my personality traits and ethical norms.  To name some ethical norms that I have developed and live my life by daily: Honesty, integrity, fairness, caring for others, respect for others, responsible citizenship, pursuit of excellence and accountability.  I deem all of these traits worthy and important to being a successful person.
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A social entrepreneurial venture that I feel could be very resourceful and beneficial to society as a whole educating individuals on similar experiences that I have had would be in a game I would like to create called “The World Traveler”.  The social problem of diversity and cultural understanding is very real and with the effects of globalization has negatively impacted the culturally uninformed.  With the technological and internet capabilities that we possess in today’s world it would be very possible to create this game.  With a lot of research, a substantial amount of venture capital funding and months of research in think tanks on the most effective way to create this game called “The World Traveler;” This game could open a new portal and world of virtual travel and cultural awareness.
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Google earth has been effective with mapping out the earth and being able to show still images of any location on our planet.  They have been able to effectively display different earth, ocean, and space images using satellite imagery.  Features such as the Google street view have been able to effectively show still photographs of streets or locations.  With research on additional technology, real life video links could be created in order to display actual video feeds on current locations with additional game specific locations available for characters that would be created in the game. 
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A form of virtual reality and gaming could give gamers insight on travel without the high economic costs or environmental impact effects that take place from transportation and actually occur during the process of travel.  The gamers would be able to create a profile and character which would be their own personalized world traveler.  Then they would be able to travel the world via actual satellite video and interact with each other.  There would be virtual businesses that would create inside sales and activities in whatever country or location they were living.
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For an example, if I ran Adam’s hotel and my hours of operation were from 7:00pm - 9:00pm for desk service and hotel accommodations, they I could interact with hotel guests in my virtually created hotel during those hours of operation depending on whatever time zone I was scheduled for.  A whole world via satellite imagery would not be hard to create as Google earth has already broken and touched on this venture, however; a virtual world via satellite video feeds that had businesses such as restaurants, hotels, travel agencies, transportation vehicles and so on would take years of research and planning.
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The benefits of creating this game would be the educational benefits that individuals would be able to gain through different traveling experiences and social interactions among different societies.  This would also be a more effective and economical way to educate individuals on different cultures that existed and the way in which they function.  By reducing the amount of unnecessary travel through first experiencing travel in a virtual setting, Environmental factors could be greatly reduced and raise many key environmental awareness’s among gamers.
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A street view could be mapped out in “The World Traveler” except for in video feed format instead of still image format.  Voices would come from other gamers that were wired to the World Wide Web playing the game from whatever location was their base in whatever location they were virtually traveling to.  This technology already exists and would just be used for whatever character was created on the person’s behalf.  This game would be somewhat like a mix between Zelda, the different Sims games, Where in The World is Carmen San Diego and Google Earth.  The main difference between this game and the others is that the video feeds would be actual real feeds taken from the past and the interaction among the different gamers would be real.
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This venture is still in the developmental stages however with more research and planning could create the most educational and successful gaming experience ever.  Thank you for your time and if you have any thoughts, ideas, suggestions, recommendations or want to get involved with helping me pursue a historic learning game that teaches culture, diversity and responsible citizenship please let me know. 

